About one-third of the world's population currently lives under plurilegal systems where governments hold individuals subject to the purview of ethno-religious rather than national norms in respect of family law. How does the state enforcement of these religious family laws impact fundamental rights and liberties? What resistance strategies do people employ in order to overcome the disabilities and limitations these religious laws impose upon their rights? Using archival research, court observations and interviews with individuals from three countries, Yüksel Sezgin shows that governments have often intervened in order to impress a particular image of subjectivity upon a society, while people have constantly challenged the interpretive monopoly of courts and state-sanctioned religious institutions, renegotiated their rights and duties under the law and changed the system from within. He also identifies key lessons and best practices for the integration of universal human rights principles into religious legal systems. Cambridge Studies in Law and Society aims to publish the best scholarly work on legal discourse and practice in its social and institutional contexts, combining theoretical insights and empirical research.
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Bu kitap, gözlerimi dünyaya açtıgım ilk andan itibaren beni sürekli bir bilim ve düşün adamı olma yolunda teşvik eden ve bu amaç ugruna hiçbir fedakarlıktan kaçınmayan, anne ve babam Sevinç ve I˙brahim Sezgin, uzun yıllar önce zeytin agaçları ve mavi dalgalar ülkesinde aşık oldugum, gülüşüyle dünyamı aydınlatan biricik hayat arkadaşım, her daim ilham kaynagım Gökçe Doganay Sezgin ve hayatının ilk iki senesinde, belki de bana en fazla ihtiyaç duydugu anda, kendisinden çaldıgım günler ve haftalar ile bu kitabı yazdıgım canım oglum Derin Ege Sezgin'e sevgi ve minnetle atfolunmuştur. § This book is dedicated with love and gratitude to my parents Sevinç and Ibrahim Sezgin, who, starting the day I opened my eyes to this world, have sacrificed everything to nurture and encourage me to be a man of thought and intellect, my one and only partner in life whom I fell in love with in the land of olive trees and blue tides long ago, my eternal source of inspiration with a beautiful smile that brightens my world Gökçe Doganay Sezgin and my son, Derin Ege Sezgin to whom I still owe the days and weeks I stole from him to write this book during his first two years in life when he probably needed me the most. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This book was made possible with the assistance, generous support and encouragement of many colleagues, friends, family members and institutions. The list of people that I need to thank -if that is possible at allis so long that I cannot possibly fit their names in a few pages. I am grateful and indebted to all of these selfless and generous people whose names will be eternally carved in gold in my heart.
Among these people a fascinating group of advisors whom I worked with at the University of Washington was more intimately involved with this project. Perhaps the person who deserves most credit for his role in this endeavor is Joel S. Migdal. Joel has been a terrific teacher, supervisor, mentor, a true friend and an "intellectual father" who has been there for me whenever I needed help. Joel spent countless hours reading, editing and criticizing earlier drafts of this project. Thus, for all of this, I will always be grateful and indebted to him. Additionally, Michael McCann, who opened my eyes to the world of "law and society," has been very influential in shaping the theoretical thinking and socio-legalistic approach that I adopted in this study. Michael has been a great source of intellectual inspiration and encouragement at every stage of this project. Another person to whom I owe thanks for his role in the project is Ellis Goldberg. Ellis has always inspired me with his creative thinking and extensive knowledge, and greatly influenced my training at the University of Washington. Last but not least I am also thankful to Gad Barzilai, who served on my committee, read earlier drafts of this book and always provided me with constructive feedback and recommendations. Studies for the intellectual, financial and administrative support they made available to me during the writing stages of this book. I am also grateful to my colleagues Ann Braude, Pamela Voekel, Hauwa Ibrahim, Bethany Moreton and Zhange Ni, and the graduate students who were enrolled in my seminar at the Harvard Divinity School, who generously read and insightfully commented on various parts of the book and greatly contributed to its intellectual evolution. I was able to take on the fellowships at Harvard and Princeton thanks to the generous support and understanding of Jane Bowers and Harold J. Sullivan, then provost and chair respectively, at my former institution, John Jay College, City University of New York. I am truly grateful to Jane and Harold for giving me these opportunities to grow both professionally and intellectually.
The field research and writing stages of this work have also been financially sponsored by the following institutions and programs, in no particular order: the National Science Foundation (#0318497), the Henry Luce Foundation, Harvard Divinity School WSRP Fellowship, the Institute for Humane Studies, the University of Washington Graduate School Dissertation Grant, the University of Washington Chester Fritz Grant, the American Institute of Indian Studies, the Horowitz Foundation for Social Policy, the American University in Cairo Research Grant, the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty, the City University of New York Research Foundation, the Association for Israel Studies and the Law and Society Association.
I would also like to acknowledge the support and assistance of the following people who generously helped me at both research and writing stages of the project. Some aided me with arranging my interviews, some helped me obtain access to courts or archives, and some generously read various versions of the manuscript and lent me their wisdom. These people include, in no particular order: Menachem Hofnung, Moussaand Martin Chanock. Ahmet Kuru and Turan Kayaoglu are two friends and colleagues whom I knew that I could always count upon for their generosity, encouragement, positive energy and wisdom. Another person who has played a pivotal role in shaping my thinking, especially during the revision process, is Mirjam Künkler. Mirjam was not only a source of inspiration and role model for me but also a generous friend and colleague who meticulously commented on various aspects of the book. Two people who came to play an indirect but important role in shaping the final version of the manuscript are Laura Turquet of UN Women and Vijay Nagaraj of the International Council on Human Rights Policy, who challenged and encouraged me to think about policy-relevant implications and lessons of my case studies.
I also thank the editors at Cambridge University Press -Finola O'Sullivan, John Haslam and Richard Woodham -and Sally Engle Merry, the series editor, for believing in this project and seeing it through. Five anonymous reviewers also provided critical comments and feedback, and their suggestions greatly improved the manuscript. The bibliography contains a list of people with whom I exchanged conversations (both electronic and personal) on various aspects of the Israeli, Egyptian and Indian personal status systems as well as a long list of interviewees -those who consented to be identified in the studywho gave me their time and generously shared with me their experiences, stories and opinions without which this project would never have come to fruition. I cannot thank them enough with mere words. This book is for them. This book is a humble attempt to tell their stories, and rectify widespread inequalities I observed during the undertaking of this project. Hence I am donating all royalties from the book (hardback, paperback and electronic versions) to the UN Women's Fund for Gender Equality. The Fund for Gender Equality is a grantmaking fund exclusively dedicated to the advancement of women's economic and political empowerment across the globe. Further information about the Fund can be obtained at www.unwomen.org.
Some portions of the book previously appeared in the following essays, and I am grateful to the publishers for granting me permission to use them 
